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SPOTLIGHT 
ON 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE STAFF 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Paul’s first letter to the community at Corinth seeks to 
respond to several abuses.  One significant situation is a 
haughty display of spiritual gifts that caused the weaker 
members to feel despised and ostracized from the 
community.  Paul calls upon all the Corinthians to see 
them  joined together as members of one body with a 
stake in one another’s peace and well-being. 
 
There are approximately 1200 households registered at 
Mary Mother.  Eight hundred are active to some degree.  
Four hundred are absent from weekly Eucharist, have 
minimal participation in parish activities and offer no 
financial support.  Of course, there are notable exceptions, 
but the overall pattern holds. 
 
Because we believe we are bound to all registered 
parishioners, even the inactive, we never drop any person 
or household unless a request is made.   
 
If you are among the 400 inactive households and have 
decided to separate from Mary Mother or have already 
done so, we would appreciate notification.  If not, you 
will continue to be considered our peers and we will 
consistently invite you to re-join us at the table of the 
Lord. 
 
Love, 
Fr. Ed 

I’ve had some very thoughtful and enthusiastic responses 
to my last article.  There seems to be a good deal of 
interest in telling the stories of Mary Mother.   Now we 
just need someone to coordinate the harvest that will 
collect and store them for all to share.  Could that be you? 
 
The church updates are finished; and I hope you agree that 
our renewed worship space truly honors our Lord and will 
help to provide a renewal for each of us.  Remember, 
Council members are always open to your comments and 
concerns so let us know what you think, positive or not. 
 
You may have heard something about ACTS recently; and 
I’m here to tell you this is something that is going to move 
and shape Mary Mother in a very positive way.  In the 
coming months there will be several opportunities to 
attend an ACTS retreat with fellow parishioners.   I 
strongly encourage you to attend one.  But keep in mind, 
ACTS is for all of us; and all will benefit from it even if 
you are unable to attend a retreat.  So please pray for those 
who are helping to bring this experience to Mary Mother; 
and also that you will be open to growing closer to God 
and one another.    
 
Thanks and God bless! 

This month the Mary Mother Spotlight shines on a woman 
of great service to our community.  She has served as the 
chairperson for our Evangelization Commission and was 
instrumental in bringing the A.L.P.H.A. Course to our 
parish and served as the co-director for 5 courses.  She has 
recently organized and hosted our adult education series on 
“What Catholics Really Believe.”  Her love for our Church 
runs deep and we are strengthened by her prayers and 
partnership on behalf of our parish mission.  Look on page 
2 to find out who this woman is. 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN 
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THE SPOTLIGHT’S ON...... 

LESLIE NAJJAR 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOVING  

SERVICE AND INITIATIVE 
 

Submitted by Ed Lewandowski 

PARISH COUNCIL 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Lisa Raglin    894-9976 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
Pat Dean      842-1887 

WE’VE GOT “SPIRIT”!  YES, WE DO!...  The old familiar 
cheer used at school games certainly applies here at Mary 
Mother!  There are several teams recently who have been 
very busy, in case you haven’t noticed. 
 
First of all, the Liturgy team, headed by Helen Collins, 
deserves huge high fives for all of their work in the move to 
the PAC and their rapid-fire move back to our newly 
renovated church!  Talk about team-work!  It was amazing 
to watch how carefully orchestrated everything went. 
Thanks to all involved in liturgy planning, environment, 
music, ministers, etc.  The brief time spent away from our 
formal church was certainly a comfortable one! 
 
Our Social Commission deserves kudos on the delicious 
chicken dinner held last weekend!  And it was, indeed, very 
SOCIAL!  How fun it was to watch and listen to the laughter 
and conversation.  Great job to Pat Echelmeyer and her 
team! 
 
Our Athletic commission has teams headed by Mary Ann 
Daust that have been busy cleaning up, repairing and getting 
the fields back into shape. Thanks to all who have stepped to 
the plate and are so devoted to our athletic program! 
 
… WE’VE GOT “SPIRIT”, HOW ‘BOUT YOU?”    

Sixty people signed up for our Virtues DVD program.   We 
are confident these participants will have the tools to make 
a HABIT of Christian living. 
 
Rick and I saw  the play, “The Journey of St. Paul.”  It is 
powerful, worth seeing at a presentation in the Archdiocese.  
Check the Review for dates. 
 
October 5 is the feast day of St. Faustina, the apostle of 
Divine Mercy.  This year is especially significant, marking 
the 70th anniversary of the saint’s death. 
 
God’s mercy is open to everyone; but it is up to each of us 
to accept it.  We need to bring Jesus’ message of mercy to 
the world by our actions, assistance, compassion and prayer 
for souls – those still on earth and those who have gone 
before us – especially the forgotten, loneliest souls. 
 
Jesus, grant me peace, a merciful heart, and love for all 
souls.   And thank You, Lord, for all You have given me. 

Flu Shots 2008 
Flu Shots will be administered at Mary Mother of the 
Church on Sunday October 26 from 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
in the classrooms 1 and 2 by the Visiting Nurse  
Association.  Chairpersons are Dave and Joyce Payne 487-
2844.  Cost is $30.00 Cash or Check if you do not have the 
following insurances: 
 
Traditional Medicare Part B Insurance Plans 
 
Commercial Insurance Plans 
• Mercy Health Plan 
• Group Health Plan 

 
Medicare HMO/PPO Insurance Plans 
• Essence 
• Evercare 
• Mercy Premier Plus 
• GHP Advantra 
• GHP Advantra PPO 
• GHP Gold Advantage 
• Humana Choice PPO 
• Humana Gold Choice PFFS 
• Humana Gold Plus HMO 
Secure Horizons 
 
We will not administer these flu shots to pregnant women. 
 
You cannot receive a flu shot you have an acute respiratory 
illness or fever, an active neurological disorder character-
ized by changing neurological findings, a history of Guil-
lain-Baree’ syndrome (GBS), a severe allergic reaction to 
eggs, chicken, Thimerosal, vaccine components or latex. 
 
Wear a short sleeve shirt. 
 
Individuals age 9 to 17 require parent or grandparents 
to be present. Children under 9 years of age must see 
their pediatrician. 



UPDATE Page 3 

PSR PARENT EVALUATION 2007-2008 
Summary Report 

 
1.  Are you generally satisfied with the overall program?
  TOTAL: Yes 124   No  1  
2.  Are the arrival and dismissal procedures appropriate? 
  TOTAL: Yes 123   No  2 
3.  Is your child generally willing to attend PSR class?  
  TOTAL: Yes  123  No  2 
4.  Do you discuss the classroom lessons with your child? 
  TOTAL: Yes  102  No 23 
5 Do you believe the catechist was receptive to your child? 
 TOTAL: Yes  124  No  1 
6. Did you find the PSR Report Card helpful?  
 TOTAL:  Yes  119  No 3 
7.  Were you and your child able to attend Mass regularly 
this year?  
 TOTAL:  Yes  103  No 22 
8. Have you observed that your child has grown in faith this 
year?  TOTAL: Yes 119  No  6 
9. In your estimation is the religion text satisfactory? 
 TOTAL: Yes  125 No  0 
 
We thank each of our catechists and all of our parents who 
make our Parish School of Religion a fertile field where 
seeds of faith are planted and blossom. 

LITURGY NOTES 
Ken Barnes 894-1373 

ENTERTAINMENT COUPON BOOKS 
 
Entertainment Coupon Books are again being sold this fall 
at Mary Mother.  2009 Coupon books will be available for 
sale in the vestibule frequently after Masses and from the 
parish secretary during office hours.  Please see the parish 
bulletin or announcements after Mass, for future sale dates.  
 
Each book is packed with hundreds of money-saving  
coupons for 2 for 1 dining, travel, entertainment, shopping 
and much more. Coupons are valid now through November 
1, 2009.  Using just the five Shop and Save coupons, which 
will also be honored at Dierbergs through October 11, pays 
for the entire book. Books will cost $25.00 each, and will 
benefit Mary Mother by $5.75 per book sold. Your  
individual purchase of a coupon book may not seem  
important; but in 2007, we were able to provide a total of 
over $882 for Mary Mother’s benefit. 
 
If anyone has a friend, relative or co-worker who might be 
interested in purchasing a coupon book, please help by  
letting them know we have books for sale. 
 
Thanks in advance for your support.  
Phil & Liz Brave 892-7782 

DIRECTOR OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Ed Lewandowski 894-1373  
Holy Smokes! What’s that sound?   This fall, as we begin 
worshipping in our newly-renovated space, we will probably 
hear a difference in the sound.  It is not only the difference 
with a new sound system, but also the difference created 
by more hard surfaces and less carpeting. 
 
Two things happen with sound in a space with hard       
surfaces.  One, it makes voices (spoken or sung)            
reverberate more; and, two, it increases the presence and 
sometimes the volume of instruments (even if they are not 
amplified).  
 
So, this presents a challenge which we will be experiencing 
over the next several weeks.  As we celebrate musical liturgy 
together each week, there are two elements to consider.  
First, our main goal is always to do whatever is possible 
to support the singing of the Assembly.  This is the first 
priority!  In this type of worship space it is usually easier to 
hear yourself and others singing.  So, don’t hold back!  
Grab that hymnal and let your voice be heard!   
 
Secondly, we want to do what we can to give our Choirs 
and Musicians the necessary tools to embellish and     
energize the “work” of the Assembly.  The key is    
achieving balance between the Musicians and the singing           
Assembly.  It will take some time to achieve this balance, so 
we thank you in advance for your patience!       

 PSR PARKING PROCEDURE 
 
To DROP OFF for PSR: observe ONE WAY direction by 
circling the church parking lot on arrival and letting  
children in and out of the car on the passenger side at the 
sidewalk by church doors. 
 
For PICK-UP AFTER PSR: Circle the church lot as usual. 
Children will stand inside the Church Vestibule awaiting 
the call of their number, which drivers will display in their 
windshields.  As you pull forward, our helpers will relay the 
number to the children who will board their vehicle at the 
curb.  Carefully pull forward once children are in the car.    
 
If you choose not to circle the church lot when picking up 
your child, you may park on the South Lot (to your left as 
you come up the driveway) by the Parish Activity Center 
(gym) and WALK TO THE CHURCH DOORS and wait 
outside. Hold your number card so that teachers and your 
child can see it at the door.  Your child will be called to 
leave with you.  Please see to your child’s safety by  
escorting your child back to your car.  Do not let your  
children go onto the parking lot or to your car without you. 
 
We appreciate everything you do to keep our children safe!   
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PARISH NURSE 
Libby Long  & Laura Klages 894-1373 

EVANGELIZATION 
COMMISSION 

LITURGY COMMISSION  
Helen Collins         894-2537   

ATHLETICS 
MaryAnn Daust     892-7452  

Lois Scully, our coordinator of the ministry of Liturgical 
Environment for the past six years, has resigned from this 
position.  I am sure I am speaking for everyone who has had 
the joy and pleasure of working with Lois when I offer our 
deep gratitude and appreciation for her creativity,  
commitment and dedication. 
  
Lois patiently and enthusiastically guided our many planning 
teams as they worked to create visuals to enhance the  
readings of the liturgical seasons.  She designed and created 
beautiful banners which helped all in the assembly to focus 
on the particular season.  She had a way of bringing us all 
back to center at our commission meetings.  
 
We are blessed to be able to welcome our new Coordinators 
of Environment: Barbara Montoia and Christine Schmitz.  
Both have so much talent and are looking forward to  
sharing their creativity with our planning teams and our 
commission.  We look forward to their ideas for our  
renovated worship space. Welcome Barb and Chris! 
 
On October 11th and 12th the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick will be celebrated at all Masses.  If you are  
struggling with a physical, mental, or emotional illness or the 
frailties of old age, you are invited to receive this most  
beautiful, compassionate and healing sacrament.  If you need 
a ride please call Trish Willmering, 636-931-6461. 

Have you done any evangelizing lately?  Most of us  
probably have without even knowing it.  When we model 
our faith to others, when we engage others in positive  
conversation about our Church, when we invite friends or 
neighbors to join us at an activity at church, we are  
evangelizing.  To all the evangelizers out there, keep up the 
good work! 
 
Our church is currently celebrating the year of St. Paul, 
which will go on until the end of June, 2009.  It is a great 
time to study and learn more about this true evangelizer.  
The Evangelization Commission is discussing ways to  
provide information to parishioners about St. Paul, his life 
and works.  Ideas include making tapes and DVD’s  
available for loan or small group discussion.  If any of you 
have ideas, please let me know. 
 
The fall session of Alpha is up and running.  Thank you to 
Bob Carroll and company for continuing to make this fine 
program available to Mary Mother!  There are over 300 
graduates and still much interest.  Plans are for another  
session in the spring. 
 
See you in church! 

AED’s (automated external defibrillator) are rapidly  
becoming the unofficial standard care when faced with a  
sudden cardiac arrest—or SCA.  The debate is more about 
what happens if you don’t have an AED rather than if you 
have one and don’t use it properly.  An AED is a device 
about the size of a laptop computer that analyzes the heart’s 
rhythm for abnormalities, and, if necessary, directs the  
rescuer to deliver an electrical shock to the victim.  This 
shock is called defibrillation and may help the heart to  
reestablish an effective rhythm of its own. 
 
SCA is usually due to abnormal heart rhythms with the vast 
majority of these arrhythmias being ventricular fibrillation—
V fib.  In V fib the heart’s electrical impulse is chaotic  
causing the heart to cease pumping blood effectively.  Unless 
a normal heart rhythm is restored, death will follow within a  
matter of minutes. 
 
Victims of SCA do not always have a history of heart  
Disease; and many have no symptoms prior to an arrest.  
SCA can strike anyone, anytime, anywhere. 
 
In Missouri first responders (first medically trained persons 
to arrive on the scene, like CPR/AED rescuer) are protected 
by the Good Samaritan Law.  It is vitally important to assist 
a sudden cardiac arrest person immediately than to do  
nothing.  To date, MMOC has trained about 45 parishioners 
to act as first responders and there are many other medical  
parishioners who are trained due to their type and place of 
work—hospitals, medical offices, clinics, fire and police  
protection. 
 
AED’s are easy to use and will only shock a person whose 
heart is in an arrhythmia.  If  you would like to become a 
first responder, please call the office and talk to Libby or 
Laura. 

THE SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY… 
FOR ATHLETICS 

 
A Christian athlete is a servant of growth. 
A Christian athlete learns and understands the sport. 
A Christian athlete learns confidence and goodness. 
A Christian athlete is compassionate and a companion in the 
down times. 
A Christian athlete is patient. 
A Christian athlete is fair. 
A Christian athlete is a peacemaker. 
A Christian athlete places all the efforts in God’s Hands. 
 
Thanks again to our coaches and lay directors for all they do.  
Bless you. 
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The Youth Group has been busy during the past month with 
a variety of activities.  As our August service project, a 
group of teens helped brighten up the parish grounds by 
digging bulbs, trimming them, preparing them for planting 
and then planting some in the flower garden on the lower 
level.  They also prepared a new area for planting and 
mulched the area out in front by the trees near the driveway.  
Some Youth Group members have enjoyed attending XLT, 
praise and worship that includes adoration and singing held 
at St. Catherine Laboure for all south county parishes.  We 
exchanged our thoughts about the presidential candidates 
and their positions on the issues at a special forum.  And we 
were happy to be back in the Parish Activity Center for our 
dodge ball rec night.  Don’t forget prayer group at 8 p.m. 
every Wednesday (except for the last Wednesday of the 
month) in the Chapel.  We’re looking forward to our 
Christmas Sale – a great fundraiser for our activities.  All 
high school parishioners are invited to join us!   

SOCIAL COMMISSION 
Pat Echelmeyer     892-6782 

YOUTH COMMISSION 
Emily Wich      842-0986 

 TITHING 
 August 2008 -  5 Sundays 

 
Energy Care, $400 – Provides financial assistance for  
utility bills for those facing loss of gas/electric service.  
(three times a year, since 1997) 
 
Vincent Gray Alternative High School, $700—Helps  
provide an education for poor, at-risk young men and 
women in a supportive and respectful atmosphere.  
 
Institute for Peace and Justice, $700 - Provides  
alternatives to violence in family, school and community.  
 
Missionaries of Charity, $700 - Helps Mother Teresa’s 
sisters feed the hungry of mid-town St. Louis. 
 
Missouri Catholic Conference, $400 - Catholic Church’s 
advocacy group in Jefferson City promoting the inclusion of 
Catholic teaching in state legislation.   
 
Sheltering Wings, Yako Clinic, Burkina Faso, Africa,  
$800 - Supports medical program by purchasing medicines 
necessary to fight malaria, typhoid, yellow fever,  
meningitis and infections.   
 
St. Augustine/Belize Fund, $900 - Supports Sacred Heart 
Parish, Belize, in its work in Central America.  
 
St. Patrick Center, $500 - Houses, counsels, trains, tutors, 
and provides opportunities for employing the homeless in St. 
Louis.   
 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, $500 - Helps employment 
program by providing bus passes until first pay check.   
 
Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of St. Louis, $400 - To 
ease the shortfall created by state reductions in the Medicaid 
program. 
 
Mary, Mother Emergency Fund: $800 

Chicken Dinner - Special thanks to Chef Pete Knobbe and 
Lois Scully in making our dinner a sell-out success.  Many 
thanks to all the wonderful volunteers who helped from  
preparing the food to cleaning up.  And thanks to all those 
who took the time to make those yummy desserts.  God 
bless everyone! 
 

Pasta Dinner - October 5, Sunday   4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Includes mostaccioli, Italian sausage, salad, rolls and butter, 
dessert and beverage 
$6.00 Adults and children over 12 
$3.00 Children 5-11; under 5 free 
The Quilters will be selling chances at the Pasta Dinner with 
the drawing to be held October 17th at Bunko Night.     
 

Bunko - October 17,  Friday   Doors open 6:30.    
$15 plus snack for sharing table. 

Mosey down to the MM Coral and dress for the West.  
Prizes for everyone.  Sign-up after Mass in the vestibule. 
The Quilters will also have an assortment of lovely gift 
items for sale.  
  
Living Rosary and Ice Cream Social - October 22 6:30 
p.m.  Come pray with us to our Mother Mary that she will 
guide our nation at this difficult time.  Following the rosary, 
join us for fellowship and ice cream. 
 

Progressive Dinner -November 8.   
See full page in Update.  It’s a great chance to make new 
friends and enlarge your MM circle. 

Christmas Tour and Luncheon - December 3, Saturday  
 

Book Fair and Tailgate Sale  
 Coming next spring; start saving your books and items 
you want to sell. 
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METROPOLITAN 
CONGREGATIONS UNITED 

ISAIAH 
Ginny Schrappen   487-6584 

PRO-LIFE  
John Siesener     842-6408 

The Holy See has pointed out: “Democracy must be based 
on the true and solid foundation of non-negotiable ethical 
principles, which are the underpinning of life in 
society” (CPL 3). 

 
Catholics have a moral obligation to promote the common 
good through the exercise of their voting privileges; and 
the Catholic Church tells us there are non-negotiable issues 
involved in the process.  Some of these issues are abortion, 
euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research, human cloning, 
and homosexual marriage.  To the greatest extent possible, 
Catholics must avoid voting for any candidates who intend 
to support laws that are inherently evil and immoral.  A 
well-formed conscience will never contradict Catholic 
moral teaching.  If you are unsure where your conscience is 
leading you when at the ballot box, place your trust in the 
unwavering moral teachings of the Church.      

 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 7th, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the upper Annex.  Everyone is welcome. 

In August, Citizens Against Pornography along with other 
concerned individuals and organizations attended a meeting 
of the County Library Board to voice concern about 
sexually explicit books being available to youngsters 
(children as young as 11).  It is not the intent of CAP to ban 
or remove books containing sexually explicit material from 
the library system.  Nor is it CAP’s desire to usurp parents’ 
rights to make the material available to their minor children. 
Unfortunately, many of the books in question have titles, 
covers and jacket summaries that provide little information 
about the contents.  It is CAP’s position that parents need 
more information if they are to make an informed decision 
regarding their children’s reading material.  This is what 
CAP is asking of the Library Board.      

 
The Library Board held a special workshop in September to 
consider the concerns raised by CAP and other individuals 
and groups.  It is expected that the Board will announce its 
decision at its regular October meeting. 

CITIZENS AGAINST 
PORNOGRAPHY  

Carl Hendrickson   892-6451 

Last month I wrote some of the myths concerning 
immigration, as published by the Missouri Catholic 
Conference.  I will now include more. 
 
Immigrants are a drain on the U.S. economy:  During the 
1990’s, half of all new workers were foreign-born, filling 
gaps left by native-born workers in both the high and low 
skill ends of the spectrum.  Immigrants fill jobs in key 
sectors, start their own businesses, and contribute to a 
thriving economy.  The net benefit of immigration to the 
U.S. is nearly $10 billion annually.  As Alan Greenspan 
points out, 70% of immigrants arrive in prime working age.  
That means we haven’t spent a penny on their education; 
yet they are transplanted into our workforce and will 
contribute $500 billion towards our social security system 
over the next 20 years. 
 
Most immigrants cross the border illegally:  Around 75% 
of today’s immigrants have legal permanent (immigrant) 
visas; of the 25% who are undocumented, 40% entered the 
country legally, but may have overstayed temporary (non-
immigrant) visas.   

DIVERSITY 
Ginny Schrappen   487-6584 

MCU PUBLIC MEETING Sunday, October 19, 3:30—
5:00 p.m. at SLU Busch Student Center (Grand at Laclede). 
Are you open to the possibility that we could end fear and 
division, poverty and discrimination in our communities?  
Join the movement to create a common future together, 
MCU’s Faith and Democracy Campaign, “A Single 
Garment of Destiny.”   
 
We believe that our Creator God calls us to live justice in 
our communities, our cities, our state, our nation and our 
world.  We believe all people have inherent dignity and 
bring value to the world.  We believe that any injustice to 
one is a threat to all.  We believe that we are all connected 
and that the true success of one of us intertwines with the 
success of all of us. 
 
We have a vision for our country that is based on Radical 
Hope, Inclusive Community and Shared Abundance for All.  
We believe that we are called to participate in the  
democratic process, in shaping a future that works for all of 
us. 
 
As people of faith, please join us by attending this public 
meeting.  Parking is free catty-corner from Busch Center.  
Many of our legislators will be in attendance.  We hope you 
will, too. 
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HEALTH MINISTRY 
John Goeke      846-9307 

Happy Autumn!  Thank you, God, for the seasons and their 
beauty. 

 
This month we are highlighting the MM Cancer Support 
Group,  It is open to all those who have or have had cancer, 
as well as those who support them.  It is open to the  
community and all denominations. The group is spiritually 
based, with focus on prayer and hope.  It provides a safe, 
comfortable environment in which members pray, share, 
and care for each other.  Members choose when and what to 
share.  Laughter is encouraged, and tears are always  
acceptable.  Confidentiality is respected at all times.  It is 
one of the programs that provides Christian Service to MM. 
 
If you would like more information about the group, please 
contact Jane Goeke, 314-846-9307, or the Parish Nurses.  
Blessings from John. 

CALLING ALL MEN FOR THE 
ACTS RETREAT OF MARY MOTHER 

 
November 20-23, 2008 

At Mercy Retreat Center 
 

All men of the parish are invited to participate in our 
first ACTS Retreat.  Registration is first come, first 
serve; based upon the date that your registration form 
and deposit are received.  A waiting list will be formed 
once we have 30 registered retreatants.  Visit our parish 
website:  www.mmoc4u.org for registration form and 
information, or call Fr. Mark or Ed Lewandowski at 
314-894-1373.  P.S.  An ACTS Retreat for women is 
planned for January 22-25, 2009. 
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BAPTISMS: 
 
Ethan Benmuvhar 
Makenzie Klingeman 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS: 
 
Stanley & Jacqueline Ferguson 
Steven & Barbara Gewinner 
Mary Lou Gunther 
Reney Morrow 
  Molly 
David & Christine Seiler 
David & Martha Walchshauser 
 
FAREWELL: 
 
Mark Hopkins 
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