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FROM YOUR PASTOR
Fr. Jim Telthorst  894-1373
Jjamestelthorst@gmail.com

Dear Parishioners of Mary, Mother of the Church,

I once read that a Church not attracting new members may
be a Church that is not very alive. We know that Mary,
Mother is certainly an alive Church, one that often attracts
members from other Catholic Churches. We need to
remember, however, that our mission is to invite people
who have never been baptized or many others who have
shown interest in our Catholic Faith, although they are
baptized in another Christian Church. Look for
opportunities to extend such invitations or notify our parish
office of people whom you believe we should contact.

On another note, please remember that many people are
quite concerned about their health during this flu season.
Some near you in church may feel uncomfortable sharing
the sign of peace or holding hands during the Lord’s Prayer.
Please be understanding and be aware as well of your own
hygiene during these days. Communion ministers are
reminded to wash their hands before Mass and to use the
sanitizer liquid when possible.

Fr. Jim Telthorst

THANKSGIVING
A Time to be Together
A Time to Give Thanks

SPOTLIGHT
ON
STEWARDSHIP

This lady has endless energy and talent when it comes to
creating wonderful decorations for MMOC social events. A
sampling of her efforts includes: co-chairing the decorating
committee for at least 5 of our dinner auctions. Her most
recent handiwork was the décor for our western-themed
farewell party for Fr. Ed. She is the wife of a well-known
pediatrician (who helps her behind the scenes with her
artistic endeavors) and the mother of 3 children. Before she
retired, she taught at St. Simon’s and St. Lucas Preschool.
In retirement, she is still keeping busy by helping Ed

Lewandowski. Find out who this super woman is on page 2.

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Lisa Raglin ~ 894-9976

Now that Fr. T has been joyfully welcomed and formally
installed as Pastor, it’s time to get down to some important
business. Soon he will be talking to us about an
archdiocesan-wide campaign and also about our own parish
financial picture, two subjects that coincidentally need to be
addressed at this particular time. We have always been very
responsive to appeals from the pulpit, especially when they
are delivered by unique and sometimes bizarre individuals.
We’ve had a Bag Lady representing a Macy’s shopping
fund-raiser, some Safari characters, and the most
memorable, Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz advertising our
auctions. We’ve had a lot of fun getting those messages
across. When they talked....we listened.

Fr. T will be talking without costume, song or clever script.
Let’s give him the same attention we gave the others as he
uses his own wonderful gifts to inspire us in those pews.
Pray for him and each other as we fulfill our parish
responsibilities as well as support our archdiocese.

In this season of thankfulness, I am extremely grateful for
you, my parish family!

HAPPY

THANKSGIVING
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PARISH COUNCIL SECRETARY
Bill Peters  845-8704

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER 24TH MEETING

Craig Snavely (Health): The Blood Drive was a success;
and we had 28 people give blood and enjoy the chili
afterward.

Sean Kennedy (Youth): Sandwich Sunday was a success.
They are preparing for the Christmas sale.

MaryAnn Daust (Athletics): John Hesser of the Men’s Club
will have a Mouse Race on December 5 at Msgr. Ed Reilly
Activity Center.

Susan Krieger (Social): Upcoming events are the Living
Rosary on October 21 and the Progressive Dinner on
November 7. She talked with Bob Radley about a concert
with the Gateway Singers.

Ed Lewandowski (DRE): PSR is in session; and parents are
getting involved.

Carl Hendrickson (guest speaker): The White Ribbon
Campaign with Citizens Against Pornography is in October.
A new type of using the cell phone to send nudity called
“sexting” is going on among our youth. A forum on this
will be held on October 29.

Mary Jo (Evangelization): This commission would like to
get more youth involved, possibly with a youth Mass.

Fr. T: The listening sessions were going well; Fr. Jim and
he were enjoying the people and their questions about the
parish and their input. He also suggested that a cabinet by
built between the niches of the wall with photos of St.
Louis’ St. Vincent de Paul and St. Rose Villa Duchesne. He
also discussed the Seminary Campaign which starts in
October and ends November 9th.

There were discussions of fund raisers, such as a youth
Mass, dance in April, and Pictorial Directory.

THE SPOTLIGHT’S ON......

MARY SCALZO
Thank you SO much for saying “yes” when
asked to help our parish family and others.

Submitted by Susan Krieger

PARISH COUNCIL

VICE-CHAIRPERSON
Randy Howe 892-6396

We are a very blessed people! God has blessed us indi-
vidually, as a parish and as a nation abundantly. In No-
vember our country will celebrate Thanksgiving Day. We
at Mary Mother celebrate this day by remembering the
Giver of all gifts. We gather as family to celebrate at the
Lord’s Table at 9:00 AM. We also try to share some of
our bounty with those in greater need. At that Eucharist,
we invite you to bring non-perishable food items and/or
cash donations. We currently have one parish member
who has pledged $.05/item of food collected. We invite
other parish members who would also like to pledge a
contribution to contact Randy and Mary Anne Howe at
(314) 892-6396. All of the food items and cash this year
will be donated to St. Cronan’s Food Pantry. I hope you
will begin your day of thanksgiving by joing your parish
family at the Lord’s Table.

PARISH NURSE
Libby Long & Laura Klages — 894-1373

BRAIN STRENGTH

Stress and aging can affect our brain power. There are some
things that we can do to boost our smarts. Exercise is the
number one thing that revs up our thinking.

An exercise program increases blood flow and oxygen
throughout our bodies and activates the growth stimulating
hormones in the brain that help form new cells. Brisk
walking, jogging, armchair exercises, yoga, tai chi, sports —
anything that challenges our bodies is instrumental in brain
strengthening.

Stop Multitasking: Working on two things at once splits
our concentration making it harder to learn new things.

Eat Smart: Increase your intake of vegetables, fruits, whole
grains, and fish. Go Mediterranean style.

Do Mental Aerobics: Memorize new information every
day. Work a crossword puzzle or Sudoku, play scrabble or
chess. Use your imagination and have fun.

Get Your ZZZ’s: Sleep is needed to keep our memory
sharp. Lack of sleep temporarily reduces levels of a protein
that’s crucial for storing new information.

Stop Smoking: Smoking increases your risk of a stroke.

Protect your Head: Always wear a helmet when you are
cycling, skateboarding and skiing.

It is Our Privilege to Serve You.
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DIRECTOR OF

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ed Lewandowski 894-1373

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to Fr. Telthorst
and my co-workers for nominating me for the Cardinal
Rigali Service Award. I am honored to receive the award
and the uplifting acknowledgements from so many of you.
But I am even more honored to be able to serve with each of
you who contribute your time and talent to the mission of
Mary Mother. May we continue to be a “bold witness” and
“love God and one another as God loves us.” Thank You!
Ed

OPEN HOUSE for all Catholic High Schools, Sunday,
November 1st:

Parents of 6,7,8th grade students are welcome to take a tour
and get a closer look at these schools; most are open
between 12-4 pm. Applications for Catholic High Schools
were distributed at the October Confirmation Class; if one is
still needed, they are available; please call Ed at the Parish
Office (314-894-1373 ext 218) Applications are due at the
high school on November 11.

FIRST CONFESSION WORKSHOP will be on
Saturday, November 21, 9:30 to 11:30 am. This workshop
is for all parents preparing second graders and older children
for the Sacrament of Penance. We will meet in the Parish
Hall. This workshop is for parents only; if child-care is
needed, call Ed at 894-1373 ext. 218 before November 18th.

HEALTH MINISTRY
Craig Snavely 487-8995

As I write this article, 28 people are having a second chance
on life due to the 28 people that took their time and donated
their blood at MMOC’s blood drive this past month! Don’t
be alarmed for missing your chance to save someone else’s
life, as you will have a chance at our next blood drive in
February! Special thanks to those who set up and to those
who prepared and served the chili; this person had three
bowls of Great chili!

Volunteer Drivers are needed for our parish family, if you
can spare some time during the month, to drive a parish
member to an event at MMOC, or to a medical doctor/
dentist, etc., please give me a call.

A registered nurse or licensed practical nurse is needed to
fill our need for a monthly coordinator for our blood
pressure screenings, please give Libby a call at 314-894-
1373.

If you feel an inner urge to serve in one of these positions,
please call me and we can discuss it further.

Thanks and God Bless!

S

LITURGY NOTES
Ken Barnes 894-1373

Halloween approaches: people turn their thoughts toward
ghosts and goblins. In the context of our Church, it’s also
time to turn thoughts toward Saints and Souls.

November is the month to remember --- remember “those
who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith.” We
think about our loved ones who have passed on to the next
life. We can also think about our Church’s “litany of
saints” --- those who inspire us and guide us while on earth.

The concept of the “community of saints” often seems
strange and unnecessary to those whose faith lies outside the
Catholic tradition. Why do we give so much attention and
a place on our Liturgical Calendar to people who have
died?

Well, it has a lot to do with the power of collective prayer.
We have all experienced changes taking place for a person
or situation when we pray for them. Being able to place
our collective, prayerful intention on a person or situation
is a gift given to us by God to allow us to support each
other and become instruments of God’s grace.

Similarly, when we call upon the saints for their interces-
sion (after all, they are still alive, living in God’s presence,
and have the power of intention!), we are calling forth the
collective focus of the “community of saints” into our
midst.

HEALING MASS
FOR
SEPARATED & DIVORCED

OFFERED BY

BEGINNING AGAIN
of
South County
SUNDAY, December 6, 2009
6:00 P.M.
AT
MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH
5901 KERTH ROAD
SOCIAL TO FOLLOW!!!
REGISTRATION NOT NECESSARY,
BUT APPRECIATED FOR PLANNING
PURPOSES
Please call Helen at 314-803-4890 or
Judy at 314-892-0147
Please call ahead to arrange for childcare if
needed
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LITURGY COMMISSION
Mary Anne Howe 892-6396

The month of October is dedicated to our parish patron, and
Mother, Mary. We pray you will have many opportunities
to honor Mary by praying the Rosary and renewing this
beautiful tradition with your family.

October is also Disability Awareness month. Mary Mother
tries to be sensitive to our parish community members with
disabilities by providing twelve sturdy chairs for those who
find it difficult to maneuver regular church pews. These
chairs are located behind our last row of pews. We ask that
we all be considerate in remembering the purpose of these
special seats. When you bring your disabled loved one to
celebrate Eucharist with us, please be sensitive to whether
another disabled member needs the seat you have chosen
next to your loved one. If necessary, offer your chair and
ask a Hospitality Minister to help you find a seat closest to
your loved one. Our disabled brothers and sisters appreciate
this gesture.

Thank you for all the ways you add to worship at Mary
Mother.

Be a THANKSGIVER

SOCIAL COMMISSION

The Bunko Luau was held on September 26", The
Hawaiian theme and decorations made for a fun evening for
all 84 ladies who attended; everyone received a prize!
Thanks to: Judy Belford, Pat Echelmeyer and Carolyn
Messler for chairing the event which raised $582 for Mary
Mother!

The Annual Pasta Dinner was also a lively social event and
great success! 321 Dinners were served/sold; this was more
than in each of the previous three years. Net proceeds were
nearly $1,500! Thanks very much to all who attended and
provided the wonderful desserts. Special thanks to the
“Pasta Dinner Team:” Joe and Linda Licata, John and Sue
Giljum, Arlie Schnarre, Karen Obrecht, Jeanine Schuster,
the Youth volunteers and all of the other Volunteer workers,
and to Tony Bommarito for his delicious pasta sauce. The
winners at the Dinner for the Quilt Raffle were: Bunny
Siesener, Lisa Roseland, and Judy Reuter. Quilt Raffle
proceeds to Mary Mother will be: $1013! We are grateful
to our very talented Quilters for all of their hard work and
beautiful creations!

Upcoming Social Events:

Progressive Dinner: Saturday, November 7" following
5:00 Mass. A delightful/delectable event and a great way to
meet new people!

Christmas Home Tour and Luncheon: Saturday,
December 12", 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. One of our most
popular newer social events--don’t miss it!

Annual Poker Tournament: Tentatively scheduled for:
Friday, January 29, 2010. Watch for confirmation of the
date and sign-up details in future Sunday bulletins.

‘Sound of Music’ play/musical: February, 5, 6 and 7™
performed by our very own Mary Mother parishioners!

The bad news is that your Entertainment 2009 Coupon Book
has now expired. The good news is that Entertainment
2010 Coupon Books are now available for sale in the
church vestibule frequently after Masses, and during the
week in the parish office. Please see the weekly bulletin or
after-Mass announcements for future sale dates and times.

We have now reached the BONUS level of Entertainment
2010 Coupon Book sales. This means that instead of
earning $6.90 per book, Mary Mother now receives $15 for
each book sold.

If anyone has a friend, relative or co-worker who might be
interested in purchasing a 2010 Coupon Book, please help
by letting them know we have books for sale.

Thanks in advance for your support.
Phil and Liz Brave, 892-7782

CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMISSION
Kim & Rich Blackford 845-9422

It is hard to believe; but it is time to get ready for our annual
Christmas food drive and Giving Tree. The ornaments for
the giving tree will be out the weekends of November 14/15
and 21/22. We are asking that any gifts bought are brought
back to the church the weekend of December 5. It is very
important that the gifts be UNWRAPPED. December 5 will
also be our Christmas food basket day. We will need as
many people as possible after the 11:15 Mass to come down
to the hall and help get the food sorted out. It is a great time
to experience fellowship while helping your neighbors.

There is a great idea for anyone who wants to help but
doesn’t want to go shopping. Consider giving Mary Mother
certificates. There will be two boxes at the table where they
sell certificates, one for food donations (Shop and Save
preferable) and one for gift donations. This would be a
great way to help others while also helping the parish. Look
for the boxes starting the weekend of the 14™.
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Pat Dean  842-1887

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

“Formation” — the process of being transformed by growth
and development. We strive in this Commission to provide
opportunities for that transformation. This month, I would
like you to consider the formation of our seminarians, and
what part you play in it. Pope John Paul II stated that the
duty of promoting vocations belongs to all Christian
communities. It might be through prayer; perhaps by
raising your children to know that you, as parents, support
them in whatever vocation they choose, including becoming
a priest; it might be through financial support of those young
men who are discerning whether they are called by God to
be priests.

We are blessed in our Archdiocese to have more young
men than in past years at our seminary — one that has
not kept up with the needs of the 21 century. I hope you
will look for guidance from the Holy Spirit in
determining how YOU can contribute to this important
campaign — Faith for our Future.

God be with you and HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

ADMINISTRATION AND

FINANCE COMMISSION
Angie Ness  704-1590

As reported in the weekly bulletin, there is a shortfall in our
Offertory and Major Project Fund. Each year, the Parish
Council approves the budget for the parish. This year’s
budget was approved while keeping the challenges of the
current economy in mind.

Our largest revenue stream comes from the weekly
Offertory and Major Project Fund. The Offertory offsets
expenses from the parish, while the Major Project Fund
helps to repay the church renovation loan from the
Archdiocese. The weekly bulletin of October 18, 2009
reported that the Offertory’s year-to-date total is $21,000
under the budgeted income. The Major Project Fund is
$4,350 under budget year-to-date.

While this is a concern if the parish continues to see these
losses, the members of Parish Council have been proactive
in cutting expenses. In addition, our Volleyball and Soccer
Tournaments have been very profitable. If the members of
Mary Mother continue to be active in supporting the parish
through our Offertory and Major Project Fund collections,
we should still have a productive and faith-filled year.
With respect to our families who are struggling to make
ends meet, I ask that if possible, you consider increasing
your gift to Mary Mother for the next few weeks. God
Bless.
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TITHING
September 2009 - 4 Sundays

1. St. Anthony Food Pantry, $800 - Provides direct
service to the poor. (Since 1999) (Donating 6 x per year
starting 2009)

2. St. Augustine Wellston Center, $800 — Helps support
the members of the former five parish communities that
merged to become St. Augustine Parish. Services: Food
Pantry, Thrift Store, Employment Counseling, Health
Services and GED Program. (Since 2005) Twice a year
since 2009.

3. Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of St. Louis, $800 - To
ease the shortfall created by state reductions in the Medicaid
program.

4. Harris House, $400- Provides residential alcohol and
chemical dependency rehabilitation services.

5. Institute of Integrated Rural Development (IIRD),
$400 - Supports Fr. Bill Christensen’s work in empowering

Bangladesh’s rural poor to end their own poverty (since
2006)

6. Resurrection Parish, $400 - Serves the Vietnamese
population. (Since 1999)

7. St. Stephen Catholic Church, $500 - Provides
assistance for rural parish in Richwoods (Washington
County), MO. Parish serves a very poor area of the state
and barely keeps its door open. (Since 2007)

8. Interfaith Committee on Latin America, $400 -
Provides charity and advocacy for the poor in Latin
America. (Since 1998)

9. Blood of Christ parish in La Paz Bolivia, $900 -
Provides missionary presence in the rural area of La Paz.

Sangre de Cristo is one of the many priest less missions in
Bolivia.

HAPPY

THANKSGIVING
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EVANGELIZATION COMMISSION
Mary Jo Masterson 843-7438

An Autumn Prayer

Great spirit of the North,
The land is stripped of what was strong.
The long months of waiting begin.

Keep alive the memory of harvested seeds while autumn
stretches frosty fingers around the corners of my watchful
heart.

I will enter the lengthy darkness with the strong arms of
your love wrapped around my waiting heart.

I enter this season of thanksgiving longing to grow

in holiness and gratitude for the gift of your life within me.

You created us in your image, that we might be blessed and
holy in your sight.

You have made me precious in your eyes. Keep me

ever mindful of the gift that I am to your world.

Help me to see my purpose and to share the many gifts and
talents you have set within me for the glory of your name.

— METROPOLITAN
s CONGREGATIONS

I

- UNITED ISAIAH

Ginny Schrappen 487-6584

Saturday, October 10, 2009 was the date of our Forum on
Public Transportation from a Local, State and Federal
Perspective at Zion UMC. It was an AMAZING success in
several ways. It was well attended, many MMOC
parishioners were there, as was our Pastor, Fr. T, and many
of our legislators: Republican and Democrat. We were able
to hear from each of the elected officials about their
positions on Public Transportation; and they are all in
agreement that it is necessary for us, if we want to have a
viable community and one that will attract new people and
new businesses.

Not only have those who don’t own a car been affected, but
so have the places, many of them work at, such as hospitals
and nursing homes. Many people have had to change jobs,
change locations and/or take multiple forms of
transportation to get to and from work.

As People of Faith we have to think of the Common Good
— we thrive as a Community when we all thrive. Thank you,
MMOC, for filling out the Survey cards and for attending
the Forum.

YOUTH COMMISSION
Sean Kennedy 487-4046

The month of October has began,

And the MMOC youth group has many new plans.
Projects and games throughout the month have occurred,
With much more to come, as I assume you’ve heard.

We began October with quite a blast,

Making sandwiches for mothers which we hoped would last.
By car we traveled to Our Lady’s Inn,

Where we left the mothers with quite a large grin.

The youth group then invaded a new place,
Where friends found themselves face to face.
Along with Father Byrnes, paintball seemed great,
But when we left, we were in quite a painful state.

Looking into the future, the annex goes well,

For the home of the youth group, where we hope to dwell.
With this new hope, I wish us all the best,

Because here at Mary Mother, we know that we’re blest.

God Bless MMOC!

CITIZENS AGAINST

PORNOGRAPHY
Carl Hendrickson 892-6451

Young people are welcome at the forum on sexting, the
sending of sexually graphic imagery via cell phones, on
Thursday, October 29", from 7-9 p.m. in the Church Hall.
This practice is immoral and perhaps illegal.

PRO-LIFE
John Siesener  842-6408

After Congress voted in the early 90’s to add exceptions to
the Medicaid abortion funding ban, several states that had
laws against funding abortion fought back, but the courts
held that if it wasn’t excluded, it was included and the states
must fund abortion, even if doing so would violate their state
law or constitution. If the National Health Care bill does not
specifically exclude abortion, it will include it. Sadly a
National Health Care bill could become a superhighway
allowing all abortions. We have learned that a headache was
deemed a reasonable health problem to allow an abortion.
We must let our elected representatives know a National
Health Care bill must include an amendment that will

say — no publicly funded abortions are allowed.

Our next meeting is November 3", 6:00 p.m., upper Annex.
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MARRIAGES:
Charles Huey & Becky Pisciotta
Jared Ruhland & Tiffany Siebert

DEATHS:
Joseph Schreiner
Anthony Morreale

BAPTISMS:
Sadie Vujevic

NEW PARISHIONERS:

Joan & Norvell Adelstein

Elaine & Nael Badra
Adlen, Maria, James

Judy DeVeydt

Denise & Gary Fuhr

Kristen & Daniel Guehne
Jacob

Barbara Hendricks

Sandra & Lucius Hernandez

Tim Kilo

April & Kevin Kilper
Tyler, Paige

Christine & Gene Kohler

Irene & Kenneth Krull

Sue & Mark Lesher
Morgan Bean, Kyle Bean
Staci & Christopher Maloney
Lauren, Sydney, Jacob
Amy Meyer
Bradley
Donna & Eric Miller
Alex, Matt, Emma
Linlee & Brinnon Morrison
Hope
Erin & Cory Nicoletti
Mia, Adam
Erin & Michael Pleimann
Lily
Jeanine Pocilujko
Noah
Paula & Randy Ray
Alex, Nicole
Justine & Timothy Rogaczewski
Madelyn, Timmy
Marilyn & Walt Rothermel
Amanda & Jeffrey Weable

FAREWELL:
Gene & Diana Potts

HAPPY

THANKSGIVING



