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FROM YOUR PASTOR
Fr. Jim Telthorst  894-1373
Jjamestelthorst@gmail.com

Dear Parishioners of Mary, Mother of the Church,

I pray you enjoyed the blessings of this past holy season,
celebrating the birth of Jesus and his baptism as well!
Like gifts around the Christmas tree, you may have
observed some new items in our church vestibules. They
are two large bookcases, the work of one very talented
and generous parishioner. Their purpose is to provide
some attractive places on which, in which and above
which our various parish commissions and ministries can
place signs, posters and registration forms or handouts!
The shelves will be available for other handout materials
or for decorative baskets for collecting various requested
items. Our plan is to lessen the need for tripods and
small tables and boxes in the vestibule. Tables will still
be used on occasion as needed. You may have also
noticed some beautiful small tables near the entrances to
the sanctuary of our church. These arrived as surprise
gifts from another talented woodworker.

Fr. Jim Telthorst

SPOTLIGHT
ON
STEWARDSHIP

This month’s spotlight is on two men who are very
talented craftsmen. They are as generous as they are
talented. They surprised us with the new bookcases and
tables in our vestibules. Look on page 5 to find out who
these two parishioners are.

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Lisa Raglin ~ 894-9976

WOW! Where has the time gone? It’s already time to
think about nominations for the 2010 Parish Council. By
the time you read this, nominations will have taken place.
For those of you getting a letter or phone call informing
you of your nomination...PLEASE stop to give it serious
consideration. Be proud of the fact that someone wants
you to be a leader in your Church community. You don’t
need special credentials or a college diploma to do this!
You just need a desire to continue to keep Mary Mother of
the Church the special and unique parish that it already is,
and just possibly make it even better! Think about that!
Not only will you work closely with other members of the
council; but you will share time with many other valuable
parishioners that volunteer on the commissions
themselves! You are NEVER working alone! And, if you
can believe this, you will love your parish even more than
before because you will understand her better! Do not let
this wonderful opportunity pass you by!
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UPDATE

PARISH COUNCIL

VICE-CHAIRPERSON
Randy Howe 892-6396

I’d like to personally thank all of you who nominated
yourselves to serve on our next Parish Council; and I pray
that you will be open to attend the evening of discernment as
we prepare to pick the 2010 Parish Council. We have been
blessed to have had pastors who have valued the input of the
members of our parish family. I remember fondly and in
prayer the Redemptorists who founded Mary Mother and Fr.
Ed who guided us for 19 years and now Fr. T. I pray that he
will continue to be a faith-filled leader; and that the Holy
Spirit will continue to bless our leaders.

I also praise God for another wonderful ACTS Retreat and
the way the Spirit is working through this program in our
parish.

PARISH COUNCIL SECRETARY
Bill Peters 845-8704

Highlights from Parish Council Meeting
October 22, 2009

Members in attendance: Lisa Raglin, Randy Howe, Bill
Peters, Pat Dean, Mary Jo Masterson, Craig Snavely, Mary
Anne Howe, Sean Kennedy, Fr. T, Fr. Jim, Deacon Dick
Guests: Clare Ernst and Emily Wich

LITURGY: Beginning on the last weekend in October, the
Offertory basket, that was previously carried down empty
during the 11:15 Mass, will be filled from the collection
baskets and carried down full.

AD/FIN: Fr. T will give a “State of the Parish” talk during
the homily at all Masses on the weekend of November 1.

HEALTH: Craig requested that members of the Parish
Council think about being trained in CPR/AED. Libby Long
will make the same request of coaches.

EVANGELIZATION: Mary Jo raised a concern that
Alpha is signing up many non-parishioners; and they would
like to attract more from Mary Mother. It was suggested that
we offer one session a year. It was also commented that
evangelization is occurring.

YOUTH: Sean and Emily gave a presentation on the need
of a permanent Youth meeting space, which will

include remodeling a basement room in the Annex. The
Youth group would do the work. The plans were approved.

DRE: Ed informed everyone that the date for Confirmation
will be May 13, 2010.

OLD BUSINESS
SEMINARY CAMPAIGN: Fr. T will present the

Seminary Campaign during the weekend of November 14.

MAJOR FUND RAISER: The spring formal dinner/dance
will be held sometime in April. Fr. T will arrange to have a
small band (trio) play; he is part of this band.

DONUT SUNDAY: Schedules were available for anyone
who had not received one yet. Pat Dean reminded everyone
of the importance of focusing on the hosting commission.

NEW BUSINESS:

GOAL SETTING: Ed gave out Parish Council Goal
Setting topics discussed at the P.C. Retreat. Members were
asked to choose the top five topics to be addressed.

PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATION COMMITTEE:
The nomination process was discussed. Fr. T suggested a
new selection process. Since the community likes being part
of the selection process, the current format will continue.
The Night of Discernment and the process of choosing the
commissions for each member will be discussed further.

SEATING FOR DISABLED: Mary Anne mentioned a
concern of there not being enough sturdy chairs in the
disabled seating area. It was suggested that Hospitality
Ministers monitor this to see if there is a need to address this
further.

Fr. T mentioned a concern of some parishioners about the
Swine Flu. The Center for Disease Control is in contact
with the Archdiocese; and he will follow their advice.

DIRECTOR OF

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ed Lewandowski 894-1373

Confirmation Retreat is scheduled to run from NOON,
Saturday, February 13 to 12:30 p.m. Sunday, February
14. All candidates are expected to attend. Candidates,
remember to eat a good lunch before you arrive. Return the
registration form mailed to your home along with the $15
activity fee. Looking ahead: the Sacrament of Confirmation
will be administered during liturgy by Vicar General Msgr.
Vernon Gardin on Thursday, May 13, 7:30 p.m. at Mary
Mother of the Church.

No PSR sessions this month on February 15th, President's
Day and Feb. 17, Ash Wednesday. Begin Lent with your
family at 7:30 p.m. Mass on Ash Wednesday.

Parent Workshop For First Communion will be on
Saturday, February 27th from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the
Parish Hall. All parents of second grade children and older
children making their First Communion are expected to
attend. We will be organizing for the Communion Retreat
Day, March 27™. First Communion Liturgy will be Sunday,
April 25, 2 p.m. (1:30 arrival)
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PARISH NURSE

Libby Long & Laura Klages — 894-1373

The Good Samaritan Volunteer Driver Ministry meets a
need within our parish family. A training class for new
volunteers will be held soon. The following was written by a
parishioner who has needed this service and by a volunteer
driver.

“Everybody wants to be independent. One never knows
when a problem will bring that independence to an end. I
am 86 years old. Six years ago I enjoyed teaching ceramics,
quilting and sewing; but that ended because of macular
degeneration which is causing blindness in both my eyes. 1
learned to use a computer and with the help of Zoom Text,
which enlarges the print, I keep in touch with the outside
world. To go out into the world, however, I do need help.
The Good Samaritan Volunteer Drivers have taken me to
the doctor and grocery shopping! Other volunteers have
helped me with my computer problems and installed a
phone! My “social” life has improved because the
volunteers I meet are becoming my parish friends! I hope
and pray I do not have to go into a nursing home. With the
help of the volunteer drivers, maybe I won’t have to!
Thank you so very much for offering this service!”

“Being part of the Good Samaritan Volunteer Driver
Ministry has been a joy and blessing to me. The wonderful
people I have driven to doctor appointments, chemo
sessions, cardiac rehab and food shopping have become my
friends. I treasure them. They have taught me not to
complain about limitations I might have, because they are
always so cheerful. When I see the true gratitude in their
eyes as we hug and say “goodbye,” I often leave their homes
with tears in my own eyes while uttering a prayer of
thanksgiving to God for allowing me to be a small part in
the lives of these precious people.”

If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please call the
parish nurse office at 894-1373, ext. 206. It is our privilege
to serve you!

THANK YOU!

A big THANK YOU to the Mary Mother parishioners and
friends of Mary Mother who purchased a record 201
ENTERTAINMENT 2010 COUPON BOOKS. They say
the Lord works in mysterious ways — in spite of both a bad
economy and a price increase this year, sales increased by
80 books over last year’s total. Your loyalty and generosity
helped raise a total of $2,030 for Mary Mother. For that we
thank you. We also thank Charlotte and Linda in the parish
office and Diana Piantanida for their help with this year’s
sales.

Phil & Liz Brave

b

LITURGY NOTES
Ken Barnes 894-1373

Recently, our community sang a familiar “Jesuit standard”
called “You Are Near,” composed in the 1970°s by Dan
Schutte. Originally, it began with the words: “Yahweh, I
know you are near...” In Breaking Bread, it is Song # 454.
Take a look at the notice at the bottom of the page.

It reads: “a Vatican directive was issued specifying that
‘Yahweh’ may no longer be used or pronounced during
liturgical celebrations.” So, what’s up with that?

In a nutshell, here’s the story. When Moses encountered the
Lord God on Mount Sinai, God gave the name “I Am
Who Am,” describing someone who is beyond description.
In Hebrew, God’s name is ‘““Yahweh.” For an observant Jew,
this name of God became too sacred to say or even
pronounce in the context of common activities including
prayer. Subsequently, God’s name began to appear as a
tetragrammaton, i.c., YHWH --- a name which can be
written down, but not spoken. Jewish tradition holds that
the correct pronunciation is known to only a select few
people in each generation. It is not generally known what
the correct vowels are or what the exact pronunciation is.
Out of respect for this Jewish tradition, the Vatican has
asked us to discontinue using this unpronounceable
name for God in our Catholic liturgies.

ATHLETICS
Mary Ann Daust ~ 892-7452

Blessings to all this New Year and thank you for
volunteering and helping our Children here at MM. You are
all a gift to our children and youth. Please remember to read
the bulletin for sport sign ups; also check out the Mary
Mother Athletics website at http://www.mmoc4u.org/ Click
on Athletics.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR WITH THIS DATE:
SATURDAY, MARCH 6™

This is the date of the MARY MOTHER
SPORTS TRIVIA NIGHT.

Please keep the date on your calendar and pass the word to
all the sport fans in your family and call all your sport
friends to come and enjoy the night of Fun, Food, and
Trivia. Follow the bulletin, website, and flyers for more
information. We hope to see you there.

Just a thought to remember:

The people who make a difference in your life are not the
ones with the most credentials, the most money, or the most
awards. They are the ones who care. Thank you all for
caring and volunteering for our children.
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LITURGY COMMISSION
Mary Anne Howe 892-6396

Thank you for all the feedback on our Advent and Christmas
liturgies. Remember that there are forms and a Liturgy
comment box on the bookshelves in the church vestibule,
behind the sacristy; and we always appreciate hearing from
you.

The most noted comment was how much the quiet and
peaceful gathering of the season was appreciated. We’d like
to encourage each of us to be mindful of gathering into
church and chapel in a prayerful and respectful silence. “Be
still, and know that I Am God.” (Psalm 46:10)

Our beautiful vestibule allows us to renew our relationships
with our beloved Mary Mother family after Mass.

Your generosity in our Mary Ann Blankinship CD made it a
great success. The Liturgy Commission presented Deacon
Dick with a check for $300.00.

Thank you for all the ways you add to worship at Mary
Mother.

HEALTH MINISTRY
Craig Snavely 487-8995

Greetings to all as we manage to come out of the deep
freeze and enjoy our January thaw! It’s amazing how a
change in temperature and a little bit of sunlight can change
our ways of responding to our daily activities.

There are many ways our bodies go through the healing
process, whether through exercise, good eating, taking our
vitamins, and avoiding dangerous activities in which we can
cause great bodily harm.

Another way in which our bodies go through the healing
process is through the light. You might ask, “What light?”
The Light of Jesus Christ! In the Gospel of John in the New
Testament, scripture speaks of those who traveled in
darkness not knowing the way of the Lord. Once the Lord
became known to them, people were healed not only
physically, but also mentally and took on a different outlook
on their lives and of those around them!

Next time you are looking for a good book to read, consider
picking up the Bible, reading and reflecting on Jesus, the
Light of the world; He will give you good mental health!

SOCIAL COMMISSION
Susan Krieger 892-6167

Greetings, Lent begins soon and my prayer is that everyone
take advantage of the various ways you can make it a more
meaningful, spiritual time: “Little Black Book™ daily
scripture reading, Adoration, and Praying the Rosary are
just a few examples.

We had a GREAT turnout for our Christmas Home Tour!
Many thanks to the: Brutchers, Pfaffs, Sloans and Winds
for graciously sharing their beautiful homes and
decorations. Thanks also to all who attended the 25™
Annual Poker Tournament!

UPCOMING:

‘Sound of Music’: February, 5, 6 and 7" by our very own
parishioners! Don’t miss it !!

THREE Lenten Fish Fries: February 19, March 5, and
March 19, 2010. Hope to see you at all three!

**MAJOR FUND RAISING EVENT**: Planning
underway for a Dinner/Dance to be held in the Reilly
Center on Saturday, April 10™ Mark your calendars!
Musical entertainment by our very own Father “T” and a
few of his musician friends. Watch for more details in
upcoming Sunday Bulletins, flyers, etc.

Book Fair: May 14, 15 and 16, 2010. REMINDER:
Start collecting and storing books, at home, for now.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMISSION
Kim & Rich Blackford 845-9422

As I am writing, Martin Luther King Day is just around the
corner. He is clearly one of our greatest examples of
Christian Service. February is African American History
Month. These events lead me to share with you a bit about a
forum attended by one of our members, Helen Sloan. It was
held at St. Francis Xavier “College” Church. Racism in St.
Louis: the Challenge to People of Faith was part of The
Living Justice Speaker Series taking place at the “College”
Church. The keynote speaker, Dr. Terry Jones, Professor of
Political Science at UMSL provide a historical perspective.
A panel of 4 then provided information from their respective
areas of expertise: Education, Housing, Employment and
Criminal Justice. Opportunities to learn about and enjoy
other cultures abound in our community and are easily
found in the newspaper or a quick Google search. Two I
recommend are performances at the Black Rep or the new
exhibit on race at the History Museum in Forest Park. I
hope you find one of interest and participate. Learning more
about other cultures is the first step toward serving them and
living as brothers and sisters in Christ.
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TITHING
NOVEMBER 2009 (5 SUNDAYS)

1. St. Anthony Food Pantry, $800 - Provides direct service
to the poor. (Since 1999) (Donating 6 x per year starting
2009)

2. Missionaries of Charity, $900 - Helps Mother Teresa’s
sisters feed the hungry of mid-town St. Louis. (Since 2006)

3. Footprints, $800 —Cardinal Glennon Hospital program
that supports children with terminal illnesses. (since 2006)

4. Carondelet Family Literacy Program, $500 —prepares
people for the GED to enable them to rise out of poverty;
includes basic computer skills. (since 1997)

5. Holy Trinity Parish, $800 — Assists an inner-city parish
in the Hyde Park area in its efforts to revitalize the
neighborhood. (since 1998)

6. Little Sisters of the Poor, $900 — Provides residential
care for the over 100 elderly poor and manages a day care
program which provides breakfast and lunch to 30 needy
people. (since 1997)

7. Foster Adoption Support Group $600— Supports
children living with cancer and AIDS in St. Charles County.
(since 2006) (formerly Missouri Foster Care & Adoption
Association)

8. Places for People, $600- provides support and resources
necessary for people with serious psychiatric disorders to
find affordable housing. PfP has dedicated resources to
provide outreach and housing to people who are homeless
and living with mental illness. Places for People's mission
is to provide individualized, high-quality and cost-effective
services to adults with serious and persistent mental
disorders so they can live, work, and socialize in
environments of their own choosing. We accept a special
responsibility to serve those individuals who rely on public
funding. (since 2007)

9. St. Charles Lwanga Center, $500 — Serves 12 parishes
by providing workshops in spiritual formation and
leadership development in the African American Catholic
community. (since 2005)

10. Mary, Mother Emergency Fund, $500

DECEMBER 2009 (4 SUNDAYS)

1. Thailand Missions, CSsR, $1,000 - Assists children
who have been orphaned or abandoned by parents with
AIDS. Mothers and children who have the disease are also
under care. Girls who have been sold into sexual slavery
are bought back as funds permit. (Since 1997)

2. Joint Neighborhood Ministry $800 — Operates food
pantry, clothes closet, summer camp, and provides
emergency assistance (energy, rent, and prescription
medicines) in the Benton Park area.

3. Sisters of Divine Providence, $700 — Assists their
Room at the Inn (shelter for homeless women and children
in St. Louis) and LaPosada Providencia (shelter for indigent
immigrants in San Benito Texas)

4. Health Resource Center Clinic, $800 — provides a
health care for inner-city poor from Sts. Barbara, Rose,
Edward, and Mark parishes using supervised medical
students from St. Louis University. (since 2005)

5. Center for Women in Transition, $700 — Assists
women as they transition from the criminal justice system
back to their families and community. (Since 2006)

6. Christian Foundation for Children and Aging, $600 —
an international Catholic lay-missionary organization
serving needy children and the elderly in 23 developing
countries.

7. Dismas House, $800— Provides shelter and rehab
services to men released from prison to facilitate their
integration back into society. Currently serving over 200
men. (Since 1997)

8. Lemay Child & Family Center, $700 — provides early
care and education to families including literacy and
reduction of child abuse and neglect (Since 2007)

9. Notre Dame Education Center of Canton, MS $700 -
Provides adult basic education to help area residents obtain
the skills essential to a productive life. Since 2000.

10. Mary, Mother Emergency Fund, $ 800

THE SPOTLIGHT’S ON......

THANK YOU, JOHN HERBST AND
JOE WECKERMEYER
FOR YOUR TALENT AND
GENEROSITY

Submitted by Fr. T



Page 6

UPDATE

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Pat Dean  842-1887

WHAT HAPPENED TO JANUARY?!!! Hard to believe we
are already thinking of our Lenten preparations. Hope you
will try to do something DIFFERENT to improve your
relationship with the Lord. Here are two possibilities:
8-week Adventure through the Bible, giving an overview of
the major episodes in Bible history from Genesis to Jesus.
The cost is $20 per person/couple.

6-week Scripture study (new): Jesus, Man of Prayer. Each
session uses a small-group format (+/- 90 minutes),
combining Scripture, prayer and faith sharing, and studies
the thread of Jesus’ prayer from His baptism to His death.
Guidebook cost is $7.

Those in the 24-week Bible Timeline continue their journey
and should complete study before Easter. Speaking
personally, it has been an awesome journey, but not easy.

One-time sign-ups for these programs will be the weekend of

January 30, 31, so that we can order books. Call Pat Dean
(842-1887) or Ed Lewandowski (894-1373) with
questions, or to sign up by phone.

AND Stations of the Cross — Fridays at 3 PM. God be with
you!

CITIZENS AGAINST

PORNOGRAPHY
Carl Hendrickson 892-6451

KPLR-TV broadcasted a “Gossip Girl* segment featuring
multiple teenagers in a sex scene as a “rite of passage.” CAP
members have complained to the Federal Communication
Commission that this does not serve the public interest. If
you are concerned, join with us.

PRO-LIFE
John Siesener  842-6408

In the 1960s and 1970s, a wave of feminist ideas was being
sold, including that women needed to delay motherhood for
career advancement. Many believed that motherhood and
career did not mix. Some delayed marriage and childbirth
into their thirties and forties and sacrificed their most fertile
time for career and what they thought would be true
happiness. Many believed unplanned pregnancies would
interfere with career and chose abortion, only to realize they
sacrificed their unborn child for their career. With over 50
million children lost to abortion, millions of women now
have repressed feelings. Project Rachel (314-793-7451)
provides free professional and confidential counseling,
reconciliation and spiritual direction with compassion to
individuals wounded by an abortion experience. Our next
meeting is February 2™ at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex.

MCU for St. Louis

EVANGELIZATION COMMISSION
Mary Jo Masterson 843-7438

I am writing this during Christian Unity Week. It is a time
when we are reminded that as followers of Christ, we all
share in the mission of spreading His good news to others.
It can be done from the pulpit or from the pew, by the
church

leaders or just by ordinary people. That is the message of
our successful Alpha program. Each day in so many ways,
we all can be evangelizers for Christ! Try it. Here are some
ways: make a new friend, offer a hug, call a lonely person,
read to a child, give a compliment, respect others, lend a
hand, celebrate the day, forgive mistakes, share a smile...Do
one kind act each day, and share in spreading the good news

o METROPOLITAN
o CONGREGATIONS
N UNITED ISAIAH

Ginny Schrappen 487-6584

The Gamaliel Foundation, which is the umbrella
organization for Metropolitan Congregations United, and
similar organizations throughout the world, recently held an
International Leadership Assembly. Many topical issues
were discussed: Institutional Racism; Health Care; Dues/
Donations; Public Transportation and Expansion into other
states.

The opening seminar was led by Rev. Dr. Forrest Harris,
President of American Baptist College. He began his talk
on Truth and Equity, both should be in the public square;
but equity can’t exist because truth is struggling in the
streets. What must communities of moral discourse do in a
climate of moral nihilism? Our national conscience reflects
our Nation’s downward spiral of consumerism and
narcissism. All of us have some complicity in this struggle.

This situation is easy to interpret, but difficult to practice.
We find ourselves falling backwards. Without humility —
sense of who I am — we can’t bring change and hope.

Values of hope are deteriorating. Those who thirst for
Justice want more for others and don’t want any to suffer
because of our excesses. The post racial climate still exists
with Obama as President; all is not settled because one black
man rose to the top.
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MARRIAGES:

Vance Bailey & Kelly Schaffer
John Davidson & Kathy Nemnich

DEATHS:

Patrick Dohack
Cecilia Thompson
John Davis

Laura Buerck

BAPTISMS:
Kieren Ameling

Tessie Moody
Brady Marz

NEW PARISHIONERS:

Jay & Katherine Albin
Jay, Jr.

Michael & Tamarra Breiner
Jacob

Kimberly Degenhardt

Kelly Driskill

Robert Saggio

Giuseppe & Lisa Gandolfo

FAREWELL:

Doreen Crump

Robert & Lisa Graf
Brinnon & Linlee Morrison
Jack & Norma Schnable
Mary Beth Sheehan
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